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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A control system for an automatic vending machine including a 
controlled device, said control system comprising: 

a terminal control unit connected to said controlled device for controlling 
said controlled deWe in accordance with a control program; and 

a main control unit connected to said terminal control unit through a 
transmission path for Controlling said terminal control unit through 
communication with said terminal control unit, said main control unit including 
transfer means for transferring a signal with a new control program to said 
terminal control unit through said transmission path; 

said terminal control\jnit comprising: 

memorizing means forVnemorizing the first-mentioned control program 
as a memorized control program\and 

rewriting means connectedNto said memorizing means and said transfer 
means for rewriting said memorized control program into said new control 
program. \ 

2. The control system accordingSto claim 1 , further comprising transfer 
rate control means for increasing a data transfer rate of said control program 
when said control program is transferred from\said main control unit to said 
terminal control unit. \ 

3. The control system according to claim 2, wherein said transfer rate 
control means is connected to said transmission path and controls said 
transmission path to have a communication speed increased. 

4. The control system according to claim 2, wherein said automatic 
vending machine further includes another controlled device, said control system 
further comprising another terminal control unit connected to said other 
controlled device, said main control unit being connected to said other terminal 
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control unit, said transfer rate control means being connected to said main 
control unit and controlling said main control unit to suppress the 
communication between said other control unit and said main control unit when 
said control program isWansferred from said main control unit to the first- 
mentioned terminal control unit. 

5. The control system according to claim 2, wherein said 
communication is carried out by the use of a normal communication protocol, 
said transfer rate control means switching said normal communication protocol 
into a special communication protocol by which said transfer means transfers 
said new control program to said terminal control unit through said transmission 
path. \ 

6. The control system according to claim 1 , wherein said main control 
unit comprises input means connected to said transfer means for supplying said 
new control program to said transfer means. 

7. The control system according to claim 6, wherein said input means 
is adapted to use of a removable storage\medium memorizing said new control 
program, said input means reading said new control program from said 
removable storage medium to supply said new control program to said transfer 
means. \ 

8. The control system according to claim 6, wherein said input means 
is connected to a communication line for transmitting said new control program, 
said input means receiving said new control program through said 
communication line to supply said new control program to said transfer means. 

9. The control system according to claimVl , wherein said main control 
unit comprises judging means connected to said transfer means for judging in 
response to said new control program whether or no\ a rewrite of said 
memorized control program is to be executed, said judging means permitting 
said transfer means to transmit said new control prograrn towards said terminal 
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control unit when said rewrite is to be executed. 

1 0. The control system according to claim 1 , further comprising 
judging means cor nected to said transfer means for judging with reference to 
said signal whether or not said memorized control program should be rewritten, 
said judging means permitting said rewriting means to access said memorizing 
means when said memorized control program should be rewritten. 

11 . The control system according to claim 10, wherein said judging 
means judges whethenor not said signal includes said new control program 
directed to said terminal control unit, said judging means permitting said 
rewriting means to access said memorizing means only when said signal 
includes said new control program directed to terminal control unit. 

1 2. The control system according to claim 10, wherein said judging 
means compares version information of said new control program with version 
information of said memorized control program to permit said rewriting means to 
access said memorizing mean^only when the version information of said new 
control program is updated. 

13. The control system According to claim 10, wherein said judging 
means is included in said main control unit. 

14. The control system according to claim 10, wherein said judging 
means is included in said terminal control unit. 

1 5. The control system according to claim 1 , wherein further 
comprising indicating means connected to said rewriting means for indicating 
execution of rewriting said memorized control program operation. 




